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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 February 2006 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1.3 and 6-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1,3 and 6-12 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) £3 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed by applicant on February 3, 2006 is acknowledged and has 
been entered. 

2. An action on the merits of claims 1 , 3 and 6-1 2 follows. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "1256" has been used to designate both the threaded 
member and grooves. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

4. In section [0047] line 8, "current" should be changed to -currently-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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5. The amendment filed February 3, 2006 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: 1) "Spring nuts 
1252 are inserted anywhere along the continuous slotted channel. A ninety degree 
clockwise turn aligns the grooves 1256 in the nut with the inverted edges 1258 of the 
channel 1254." 2) "while the lateral edges 1262 have a length greater than the width of 
the open slot of the frame 1120" and 3) "This enables the spring nut 1252 to be inserted 
into frame 1220 through the open slot 1264 then rotated ninety degrees to engage the 
spring nut in the frame." 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claims 1, 3 and 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
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Applicant's disclosure does not support the 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 3 and 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

7. In claim 1 , line 5, applicant's recitation of "mounted on in said cargo bed" is 
confusing rendering the claim indefinite. 

8. Claim 2 recites the limitation "said at least one carrier surface" in line 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1, 3, 6 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Snyder et al. (US Patent 6,712,568). 

Snyder et al. teaches a carrier arrangement similar to applicant's including: 
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> A truck (100) having a cargo bed (110) having a bottom surface and side 
surfaces 

> Elongated frame members (141, 142, 145) mounted in the cargo bed in direct 
contact with the cargo bed to form a low profile system 

> A C-shaped slot in the elongated frame members (141, 142, 147) 

> An inverted rim extending along at least one edge of the slot, as clearly shown 
in Figures 2, 3, 4, 21, 28 and several other figures. 

> Equipment mounting hardware (note sports equipment as shown in Figures 8 
and 18 and a cargo net 610 as shown in Figure 9) mounted to the slot (see also 
column 5, lines 22-31 and column 6, lines 44-53 

> At least one hook (622 as shown in Figure 9) for attaching cargo 
net/compartment (610); also note loops (624, 626) 

> See also hardware (826, 828) for attaching a compartment (820) to the 
elongated frame members, as shown in Figure 13 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bott 
('804) in view of Snyder et al. ('568). 
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Snyder et al. teaches the features described above. Snyder et al. further teaches 
a spring locking ring (1960). Snyder et al. lacks the exact teaching of a nut spring. 

Snyder shows, in Figure 28, that the spring locking ring is an equivalent structure 
known in the art. Therefore, because these two resilient retention devices were art- 
recognized equivalents at the time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the 
art would have found it obvious to substitute the spring locking ring for the applicant's 
claimed spring nut. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Stapleton shows an article carrier assembly. 

Hill shows a mounting structure for roof rack support members. 

Cucheran et al. shows an article carrier. 

Cucheran shows a slat assembly for vehicle article carriers. 

Bott shows a vehicle luggage carrier. 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Bridget Avery at 



telephone number 571-272-6691. 





